Humanities 12 Peer Review - Arguing a Position
Remember to be kind, helpful, and specific
	Author Name: 


	Reader Name: 

	Before giving this sheet to your reader, ask a specific question for each of the features listed in the rubric
	As you read, put stars or smileys next to parts you feel are strong. Underline sentences any fragments or fused sentences. Put question marks alongside sentences or paragraphs that are not clear.


Well-Presented Issue (High Level) - The essay should...
· Show there are at least two sides to the issue

· Establish the issue as important

· Frame the issue effectively

· Write with a clear purpose to a defined audience

Author: What question do you have for your reader about you've presented the issue?
Reader: Circle elements the writer should consider in order to present the issue more clearly:
Sharpen the question the essay answers 



Clarify thesis 
Define terms more clearly





Clarify forecasting statement

Show more clearly why the issue is important


Show why issue is important



Reader: Answer the author's question, point out one strength, and give an explanation for items you circled
Readable Plan- (Mid-Level) - The essay should...
· Have a clear thesis and forecasting statement

· Use strong topic sentences

· Label positions consistently

· Repeat key words to identify agreement and disagreement

· Use transitional words and phrases - "For example," "as well as, "Even though."

Author: What question do you have for your reader about you've organized your essay?
Reader: Circle elements the writer should consider to strengthen organization of the essay.
Clearer topic sentences



Re-order their main points
 

Smoother transitions between sections

Stronger introduction or conclusion
Reader: Answer the author's question, point out one strength, and give an explanation for items you circled
Well-Supported Position - (Mid-Level) - This essay should...
· Have at least two distinct reasons supporting the position

· Refer to at least three topics we've covered in class

· Use credible sources
Author: What question do you have for your reader about your evidence?
Reader: Circle ways the writer can strengthen the support for their position.

More statistics


More/Better Examples
Include a personal story

Explain reasons more

Provide comparison

Quote experts

Reader: Answer the author's question, point out one strength, and give an explanation for items you circled
Effective Counterargument - (Mid-Level) - This essay should... 
· Present at least one objection to your argument
· Provide an accommodation or refutation
Author: What question do you have for your reader about your counterargument?
Reader: Circle the ways the writer can strengthen their counterarguments
Acknowledge and refute more effectively
Concede and accommodate more effectively


Think up better opposing views to argue

Spend more time explaining the reasoning of 

against






the opposing viewpoint
Reader: Answer the author's question, point out one strength, and give an explanation for items you circled
