The Annot ati on

JAMES - 45, academ c, shy
PENNY - 36, bookshop clerk, also shy

Setting - The aisle of a seldomvisited used bookshop.
The shop specializes in rare and out of print editions.
Necessary props include a bookcase and sone assorted vol unes.

Ti me: Present



The Annotation-1

(JAMES | ooks through a vol une, while
he cradles three others in his arm
He has anot her stack on the ground.
PENNY, a shop enpl oyee, approaches
him)

PENNY
Janmes, sorry. Richard wants nme to tell you we're closing in
ten m nutes.

JAMES
|"msorry...l1...1 do lose track of tinme when I'min here.

PENNY
Have you found anything of use to you?

JAMES
An annot at ed bi bl i ography of books pertaining to the
Massachusetts Bay Col ony.

PENNY
Real | y?
JAMES
You know me. | can't resist a good bibliography.
PENNY
Annot at ed bi bl i ogr aphy.
JAMES
Yes, of course. It has to be annot at ed.
PENNY
They're so useful.
JAMES

G ves you the proper orientation to the subject matter

PENNY
Keeps you fromlooking in the wong place. They provide the
necessary-

JAMES
Overvi ew.
PENNY
Exactly. So you don't m ss anything.
(beat)

You can't nmake up your m nd.

JAMES
|"mtrying not to go over the value of the gift certificate.



The Annot ati on-2

PENNY
Limtations do force decisions.
JAMES
It expires today.
PENNY
| know Janes. | gave it to you
JAMES
Yes. .. Thank you agai n Penny.
PENNY
You are one of our best custoners. | thought we should do
sonet hing to show our appreciation.
JAMES
| do.
PENNY
You what ?
JAMES
Feel appreci at ed.
(beat)
| didn't know you had gift certificates.
PENNY
It's an experinment. | talked Richard into trying it.
JAMES
Have many peopl e used them
PENNY
You' d be the first.
(beat)
Have you nade progress on your book?
JAMES
Sone, yes.
PENNY
Are you witing?
JAMES
Oh no.
PENNY
New t hi nki ng?
JAMES

Whol e vistas of know edge have opened up recently. Wth the
idea of early contact fromthe Pacific Rm | decided to expand-
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PENNY
That' s exciting.
JAMES
It is. It's now a book about the ideas and iconography of New

Worl d discovery fromaround the world, not just Europe and the
Aneri cas.

PENNY
Still 1375 to 1736.

JAMES
|"ve pushed it back to 1040. That's the year of the earliest
Chi nese docunent hypot hesi zi ng the exi stence of the continent
off their eastern shore. Once you put China and Pol ynesi a
into the mx, it changes everything. This neans-

PENNY

You can include Macro Polo in the introduction.
JAMES

Yes.
PENNY

| know you've al ways wanted to wite about him W have sone
Macro Pol o bi bliographies that just cane in.

JAMES
|'d love to see them

PENNY
And I'd Iove to showthemto you. But we're now closing in
seven m nut es.

JAMES
Right. | suppose | have to nake sone deci sions.
(beat)
You know | bought sone | anguage tapes.
PENNY
For. ..
JAMES

Mandarin. So | can translate docunents and maps | m ght cone
acr oss.

PENNY
Mandari n?

JAMES
It's just that you can't speak about the gl obal inportance of
the New Wrld idea unless you ook at it fromall angles, see
the problemin its full dinension, pull apart the texts, see
( MORE)
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JAMES ( CONT' D)
what people are actually saying, you know? Get all the
possibilities out on the table, organize them and | ook for
connecti ons.

PENNY
But you can't know everything. | nean, | appreciate your
passion...for the subject matter. But you don't need to know
everything wth such...precision. | nmean a good
approxi mation...

JAMES

You're right. You're right. You're so...right.

PENNY
| watched this novie the other night, The Matrix. Have you
heard of it?

JAMES
No.

PENNY
| don't usually watch novies like that...There was a | ot of
shoot i ng.

JAMES
Not a Merchant |vory production.

PENNY
It was loud. But there was this one idea where they plug
people's brain into a conputer and viola. They suddenly know
how to fly helicopters or use kung fu, and | thought of
how. .. useful that would be to you...given your...conprehensive
nat ur e.

JAMES
| wouldn't mnd death, but if you could live forever you coul d-
PENNY
Learn everyt hi ng.
JAMES
Exactly.
PENNY

But it's folly to think that way? Sonme things...sone people
defy under st andi ng.

JAMES
"Folly" is a fun word. Look it up?
(beat)

PENNY
Al right. But just this one. W're closing.



The Annot ation-5

(PENNY pulls a large dictionary off
the shelf.)

PENNY
Ah, it's fromdd French folie neaning "mdness and stupidity"
but also "delight." And..
(realizing)
O course, it's related to the world "fool ."

JAMES
What about a cross-cultural study of the "fool tradition"?
That woul d be fun. You' d have to study all different kinds of
f ool s-

PENNY
Comredi a del ' Arte.

JAMVES
Hopi Kachi nas

PENNY
Rodeo cl owns.

JAMVES
Shakespeare.

PENNY
That woul d be-

JAMVES
Fol ly. .. meani ng delight.

PENNY
When do you think you'll start witing?

JAMVES
Ch, | have to finish the research

PENNY

When do you know when to stop?

JAMES
| just keeping digging deeper and deeper until sonething clicks.

PENNY
VWhat about with a person? Do you think you can know everyt hi ng
about a person.

JAMES
| suppose it's possible, theoretically.

PENNY
Less theoretical then. Wat about nme? Do you think you could
know everyt hi ng about nme?
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JAMES
Hmm ..l don't-

PENNY
Because how nany tinmes have we gone out to lunch after a norning
of you browsing the collection?

JAMES
Ten or twel ve?

PENNY
Fourt een.

JAMES
You count ed.

PENNY

" m..conprehensive. So, cone on, Janes. Do you think you
coul d know everyt hi ng about ne?

JAMES
well. ..
PENNY
Because |'ve talked a lot. | mean, you're a good |istener.
You...bring it out of nme, and at this point, | figured you
probably know ne better than anyone.
JAMES
It's that 1'mnot sure | want to know everything about you?
(beat)
PENNY
Oh.
JAMES
No, what -
PENNY
It's all right. | understand. | was just testing the idea..

you know...why not use a concrete exanple. And there our
friendship is right there.

JAMES
But -

PENNY
Sitting on the shelf...in plain sight. Qur whole relationship,
an unopened encycl opedi a.

JAMES

But what | neant -
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PENNY
Col | ecting dust.

JAMES
No-

PENNY

You don't need to explain...R chard wants nme to cl ose up
He's taking nme out tonight.

JAMES
Ri chard?
PENNY
He and | have been working together for a good while.
JAMES
| suppose...| nean he's the owner, and you' ve worked here for-
PENNY
Ei ght years.
JAMES
That is a good while.
PENNY
We get along. | nean we understand one another, to a degree.
On a certain level, it just works.
JAMES
You can't argue with...functionality.
(beat)
PENNY
You can, actually.
JAMES
Hhm?
PENNY
Argue...with functionality. | nmean do you use a Mac or a PC?
JAMES
You need to ask?
PENNY
Exactly. You use a Mac. Everybody who val ues beauty and
el egance and good, commobnsense, rightness uses a Mac. It's
nmore than functional. It's-
JAMES

Subl i ne.
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PENNY
Exactly. So, you see, you are quite prepared actually to argue
agai nst functionality as a guiding principle of human
rel ati onshi ps.

JAMES
Functionality isn't all it's cracked up to be.
PENNY
That's right. It can be downri ght-
JAMES
Qppr essi ve.
PENNY
Totalitarian.
JAMES
And tedious, devoid of appreciation and intensity of feeling.
PENNY
Yes, where are the visionaries when you need them The
i ndi vidual who will step up and say, "I have a vision and the

courage to pursue that vision even if it neans |earning Mandarin
or getting a third Ph.D or traveling to Tahiti, alone, to study
Pol ynesi an i conography because | believe nmy work 1s 1 nportant
and unprecedent ed.

JAMES
S| ow down-

PENNY
And it is inportant and vital. But this hypothetical person,
this nythical beast, says | amgoing to apply that sane courage
to every aspect of nmy life because that is the kind of person
| am | amsmart and brave and kind and determ ned, and when
| see sonething | want, I'mgoing to go and grab it." \Wuere
are the people who say that?

JAMES
Probably in the library. Look-

PENNY
VWhat about this one?

(PENNY takes a book fromthe shelf.
JAMES inspects it.)

JAMES
A History of the Janmestown Col ony.

PENNY
That's the one that disappeared, isn't it?
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JAMES
That was Roanoke.

PENNY
Are you sure it wasn't Janmestown? The one where all the
settlers di sappeared or ate each other or were abducted by
aliens, vanished to all who once |oved them Wasn't that
Janest own?

JAVES
That was Roanoke. 1585. Janestown was 1607. It fl ourished
and becane the first permanent English-speaking settlenent in
t he Ameri cas.

PENNY
Ch, Janes.

(PENNY renoves the books from his
arns, sets themon the ground, and
takes both his hands.)

PENNY
| am going to give you the overview.
JAMES
Overvi ew?
PENNY
Ch god. Let ne put this in the formof an annotation. Penel ope
Smth, published 1977. | suppose ny title would be sonet hing

such as "Prefers Books to People on Most Days" David and Ann
Smth publishers. Buffalo, New York, an indeterm nate nunber
of pages.

JAMES
The annot ati on?
PENNY
Richard is taking ne out tonight to propose marriage.
JAMES
How do you know?
(beat)
PENNY
Research. And I'minclined to accept because, well, | prefer

books to people on nost days, but you can't very well marry
the collected works of Lord Byron and give birth to little
chapbooks can you? | nean there are vast realns of ny soul
Ri chard' s PC-bound brain could not possibly understand, but
I"minclined to accept. Unless, unless...you indicate that
you m ght consider taking a break from your val uable research
and expand our relationship beyond the professional sphere.



The Annotation-10
(JAMES ki sses her.)

PENNY
The New Wor | d.
JAMES
| don't want to know everythi ng about you because then there
woul d be nothing left to discover. | only want to feel that |
coul d-
PENNY
Under st and ever yt hi ng-
JAMES
Gven imortality and a good-
PENNY
Fi ndi ng ai d.
JAMES
Her e.

(JAMES gi ves her a book.)

PENNY
You' ve nade your deci sion.

JANVES
Yes.

(PENNY | ooks at the book.)

PENNY
| love Skaldic Poetry.
JAMES
| know. Published in Iceland and everything. |It's for you.

| couldn't decide what to get.

PENNY
You' ve been | ooking for books for ne?

JAMES
And then | thought Vikings. Because you have that instinct
for pillage and pl under.

PENNY
It's true.

JAMES
So, lunch tonmorrow? After we | ook at the Macro Pol 0?

PENNY
"1l find a place on ny i Phone.



