2014 Study Guide for the US Constitution

The Constitution test will take place on Friday, September 12th. It will take a little over an hour.

The test will be worth around 80 points and count toward the “summative” portion of your grade. It will contain True/False, Multiple Choice, Reading Comprehension, and Short Answer questions.

The aim of the test is for you to demonstrate your ability to apply your knowledge AND your beliefs. It will not simply ask for facts. The test will ask you for your opinion and to explain how your opinion relates to the Constitution and its history. The short answer questions do not have a single correct answer. Their score will depend on the depth of the evidence and the strength of your reasoning.  
A solid understanding of the following topics will ensure you are prepared for the test. In addition, I would encourage you to review the questions on the non-quiz quiz, the annotation guide to the first two chapters of The Democratic Debate, and the question sheets I gave you for our two seminars.
Constitution – The focus of each article and the amendments

1. Articles 1-3: checks and balances

2. Article 4: Federalism

3. Article 5: the Amendment process

4. Bill of Rights: Amendments 1-10

5. Other amendments: especially 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 19 

Constitutional History

· Explain the historical and economic context that affected the founders’ thinking

· Explain the practical problems with the Articles of Confederation

· Know the significance of the 3/5th compromise

· Know the compromises that the Federalists had to make to get approval

· Connect Shay’s Rebellion to the Federalist and Anti-Federalist debates

· Know the beliefs of Madison, Hamilton, and Jefferson

The meaning of Republicanism (this is different than the political party)
Federalist and Anti-Federalists – Look especially at the core differences listed at the end of Chapter 2 in The Democratic Debate. Be able to apply these differences in response to situations and issues I give you.

Elite vs. Popular Democrats – This is at the end of Chapter 1 of The Democratic Debate. Know their beliefs and how they’ve shifted over the past 200 years and the main interests and beliefs of each.

Check and Balances – Study the handout on Checks and Balances I gave you during our Rock-Paper-Scissors tournament and which is posted on the DP. This is useful summary of powers and how each branch limits the others. 
Federalism – Have a clear idea what powers are enumerated for the federal government and reserved for the states. Know the pros and cons of states rights and a strong government and where you stand on issue of federalism.

Rights - Know the pros and cons for a government to legally recognize “rights” and how they are different than “laws.” Know the process for getting a natural right turned into a legal right.

Amendment Process – Know the basic process for approving new amendments to the Constitution.

Supreme Court Confirmation – Understand the steps in the Supreme Court confirmation process and know the terms: litmus test, paper trail, precedent, 

Street Law – Know the words you use to assert your rights while interacting with police
Ferguson

· Understanding the most important Constitutional issues linked to the situation in Ferguson

· Know the connection between what happened in Los Angeles in 1992 and what’s happening now in Ferguson

· Think about the constitutional values being contested on the streets in Ferguson

Constitutional Values

· What the most important values in the Constitution?

· What values do you think are the most important and why?

· Which values are most essential for life in the 21st century?

