Bill Peer Edit Guidelines

Instructions: Get together with your partner, then find another team of 2-3 people that authored a bill together.  Swap bills.  In each box below, write a number 1-4, and provide a written reason why, as well as a suggestion for refinement.  Copy this document into a google doc, or type right into it and email it to your partners.  If you have time, work on this with your partner or other bill writing team. 

Write one of the numbers below in the box next to each criteria.  

4: Perfect – no need for refinement.

3: Good – great start, but a suggestion or two will really tighten it up.

2:  Okay – you still have a lot of work to do on your bill.

1.  Hmmm – what were you doing in class this whole time?

1.  Propose a realistic, thoughtful solution.  This should include at least an effort to acknowledge and reconcile both sides of the argument/solution. The bill avoids being unpassably partisan.

Comments/Suggestions: 

2.  Demonstrate a sound grasp of current law and/or policy on your topic.  Your preamble should quickly and adequately lay out problems in current legislation; following sections should address legal solutions. Avoids vague or  incorrect statements in the preamble.

Comments/Suggestions:

3. Clearly outlines present laws, and shows why they are insufficient to address your issue. 

Comments/Suggestions:

4.  Reflect the point of view of your senator, in so far as this is compatible with the above two points.  

Comments/Suggestions:

5.  Reflect the tone, voice, and formality of the bill examples given. Avoids informal voice (No “I's,” opinions, thoughts, or commentary of any kind)

Comments/Suggestions:

6.  Mimic the formatting, punctuation, and feel of the bill examples.  Use the bills template and handout to make sure you are following the layout exactly.  

Comments/Suggestions:

