Parliamentary Procedure – Robert’s Rules for Model Senate 2012

Majority/Minority Leaders: “Are there any points or motions on the floor?”  

	Points do not require votes or a ‘second’ by the committee, and are not debatable 


Point of Information – Can be used to ask a factual question related to the matter under discussion.  If delegates need to make this point while someone is speaking, they may raise their hand.  They may or may not be called upon, and will not be given a change to retort.  

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry – A delegate uses this point to ask about parliamentary rules or about how specific parliamentary rules work.

Point of Order – A delegate may use this point to complain about departure from parliamentary procedure.

Point of Personal Privilege – A delegate may use this point to request permission to leave committee temporarily, be added to the speakers’ list, or if the delegate cannot hear the speaker.   

	Motions are parliamentary moves that must be voted on by the committee.    They must be seconded, and then voted on – majority wins.  Chairs must recognize delegates before speaking.


Motion to Open the Speakers List for Debate –When the speakers list is open, delegates may add themselves to the list and make speeches for and against resolutions.  This motion requires a simple majority to pass.  13 speakers will speak on the first Senate Floor, and 13 speakers on the second.

Motion for a “blank” Minute Un-Moderated Caucus – This allows the committee to vote on having an un-moderated caucus of the requested length.  In an un-moderated caucus, delegates move around the room freely, negotiating with one another and writing amendments.  You may want to have several of these during the debate.  Requires a second, followed by a vote: a simple majority to pass.  

Motion to Close the Speakers’ List –When the speakers’ list is closed, all delegates who are already on the list may still speak, but no new delegates may be added.  Requires second, and a simple majority to pass.  The speaker’s list will be automatically closed at 15 delegates.  

Motion for Final Caucus with speeches limited to “blank” minutes – During the final caucus, each writer of a resolution or amendment may add themselves to the speakers’ list one time in order to make a final argument/clarification for their resolution/amendment.   Requires a second, and a simple majority to pass.  

Motion to Move into Voting Bloc – This motion ends debate on a topic so the committee may move into voting bloc.  This is when we vote.  It requires a second, and a simple majority to pass.  

Motion to Adjourn Session – This motion closes a session of debate. It should be used at the end of the conference, after the closing ceremonies to adjourn the session.  

Exercise: Parliamentary Procedure – Robert's Rules

As a class, your goal is to accomplish the following tasks by using the rules of parliamentary procedure.  One person must accomplish each of the following tasks.  No one may participate twice until everyone has participated.

Debate Topic:     Resolved – The citizens of Durango will commit to becoming the best dressed town in America.  

_____ What does it mean to rule something “dilatory?” 

Point of P. Inquiry: “Dilatory” means it your request was in some way a violation of parliamentary procedure, and you must restructure your answer to fit procedure. 

_____ Why are we doing this? 

Point of P. Inquiry. The Senate runs on “Roberts Rules,” as does the United Nations and many other legislative bodies. It may be cumbersome, but it is extremely efficient in getting things done in a relatively timely fashion. 

_____ What is the role of the Majority and Minority Leaders?

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry. The Maj/Min leader is the final arbiter on questions of procedure and may, in the interests of debate and order, amend these rules at his or her discretion.

_____ What is the role of the committee chair? 

Point of P. Inquiry: Its the same as the Majority and Minority Leader, but during the committee process. 

_____ How about the committee Ranking Member? 

Point of P. Inquiry. The Ranking Member is the leader of the opposition (minority) party, and will coordinate opposition to the majority opinion. 

_____ How many votes are required to pass a bill, or an amendment to that bill? 

Point of P. Inquiry: Majority vote (51%)

_____ Call out a rule-breaker using Parly Pro!

Point of Order – Violation of Parliamentary Procedure

_____ How long will we be using parly pro for anyway? 

P of P Inquiry: We will use parly pro every day of class through Exhibition. It may be run by different people, but the procedure will remain the same. 

_____ What is a “structured debate?” 

P of P Inquiry: Debate is when we open the speakers’ list and speakers make arguments for and against bills or amendments to those bills. 

_____ What is the Model Senate Packet, and how do I get one? 

Point of P. Inquiry: Model Senate Packet will be put in a folder today. This folder will not leave the classroom, and will be brought to Exhibition for you to collect. It will consist of 7 things: 

1. Robert's Rules Handout (this one)

2. Parliamentary Procedure Handout

3. Mock Senate Schedule 2012

4. HELP Committee Schedule

5. Finance Committee Schedule

6. 2 Voting Cards (1 red, 1 green)

7. Docket

1. Bill 2012-1: America's Fiscal Responsibility Operative (AFRO)

2. Bill 2012-2: Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act (CIRCA)

_____ Make a motion to collect Model Senate Packet.

Motion to collect Model Senate Packet. Needs second, then vote: all for, all against? “fors have it...” Explain: senators will have 5 minutes to collect the packet. Chairs will distribute materials.  

_____ Second the motion

_____ Motion to open the speakers' list. 

Motion: Needs second, then vote...

_____ Second the motion

_____ 2 students must add themselves to the speakers list. (you will stand and give a 15-30 second speech on what you did this weekend, when prompted)

P. of P. Privilege. 

_____ Ask how many people will be added to the speakers' list

P. of P. Inquiry: The senate floor will meet twice. Each member will either deliver a speech on the senate floor or in committee (most will speak on the floor). There is enough time for 13 to speak on the first meeting, and 13 on the second. The speakers' list will be capped at 15 people. 

_____ A student should ask if they may go get a drink of water. 

P. of P. Privilege. Yes – you may have 1 minute to get a drink of water.

_____ Ask what a voting bloc is

P. of P. I. Voting blocs are the way the senate floor votes. Most votes are dictated by the majority. Votes on the Senate Floor will be by raising colored paper – green = yes, red = no. These votes will by tallied by the whips and secretary and announced by the Maj/Min leaders. We must be formally in a voting bloc before we can vote on any bills or amendments. 

_____ Will we vote on bills, or amendments individually? 

P. of P. I: Both. We will vote on each amendment individually, then vote on the bill with all of the amendments that were upheld within it. 

_____ At the Exhibition, will we have time to eat? 

P. Of P. I: Perhaps. The FLC Dept of Ed has refreshments for us, but I wouldn't count on them for sustenance (cookies, juice, etc). Please use the time you have after school and before the exhibition to grab something to eat. You can bring something with you to the Fort of you'd like. If your committee goes over time, you will not have time for the break. 

_____ What is an open caucus?

P. of P. I: Open caucus is an arena for delegates to get up, move around, talk to each other about amendments, and why they should change, vote for, or vote against amendments. Parly Pro does not stand during this process. 

_____ What does the committee schedule look like? 

P. of P. I: The committee schedules are both a bit different, they will be gone over with you in detail by the committee members when we break into committees. 

_____ Motion to close the floor and move into committees.

Motion: needs second, then vote. Move break into committees where committee chairs or ranking members will go over the purpose and schedule of the committees with each committee individually. (15-20 minutes). Finance committee will meet in the Lodge, HELP in the classroom. Meetings will be chaired by the chair or ranking member. 

_____ Motion to move to a 10 minute caucus (this will be our break today)

_____ Motion to adjourn

