Supreme Court Confirmation Process
1. There is a retirement, death, or impeachment of a justice (there’s only been one impeachment of a Supreme Court justice. In 1805, Samuel Chase was impeached by the House of Representatives but acquitted by the Senate.)

Next, the action moves to the Executive Branch. What happens there?

2. The President decides on a short list of candidates to research and interview.
3. Next the President makes a selection of a nominee.  Then there is preparation for the confirmation process. What does this entail for the executive branch?

a. It entails research on all the public statements, financial disclosure forms, an FBI check. Ideally this is all complete before there is a formal announcement. 
How do the Senators and their staff prepare for a confirmation hearing?

b. Members of the Senate, especially those on the judiciary committee, start the research the opinions and public statements of the nominee. Much of this work happens at the staff level, with concerns or potential questions sent to the senators. If the senators are members of the President’s party they will be looking to help the candidate look good. If they are from the other party, they’ll want to challenge the nominee in some way, if for no other reason than to satisfy their political base.
How does the press prepare for the hearing?

c. The press is looking for a scoop. Nothing drives circulation or viewership like a scandal. They also will talk to experts who review the opinions and statements of the nominee. The press will also dig into the personal life and background of the nominee, try to interview friends and family members, and perhaps even look in the nominees trash cans. Most of this is standard research to write a profile in a magazine article. But some will go further trying to break a story.
How do outside interest groups, both supporters and opponents, prepare?

d. Again, these groups will do their own research. But much of their role is to lobby their senators to support or oppose the nomination. The goal is create a perception of strong support or of trouble for the nomination. In Washington, perception matters and so a well-placed Op-Ed or a few comments in an interview can create a story that influences public opinion.
4. Then, the hearing begins and can last for several days. At the end of the hearing what happens?

Senators on the Judiciary Committee vote whether or not to recommend the nomination to the full Senate. It’s often not a “party line” vote. Many senators believe it’s important to defer to the President if the nominee is qualified and no terrible or controversial statements come out during the confirmation process.
5.  During step 5 the full Senate gets the final say on the nomination.

6. If approved, the candidate does what? Takes an oath of office and gets a black robe.
