Seminar Questions on Constitutional Values
Part 1 – The Past

In two half-hour seminars we will consider the following four groups of questions. Use the next ten minutes to read these questions and jot down some thoughts before going into seminar. If you have other probing questions related to the founding write them down as well.

Elite versus Popular Democracy

· To what degree do you believe their thesis that American politics is fundamentally about the conflict between elite and popular democracy, between expertise and inclusion?

· Based on what happened during our founding, how did the economy influence the values embedded in our Constitution?

Similarities & differences between Federalists and Anti-Federalists

· What were the values of the Federalists? What were they for the anti-federalists?

· Which of the ten values you ranked earlier this week would the Federalists claim? Which would the Anti-Federalists profess?  Which would they both claim?

· Were there other values important to the Constitutional that were not on our list?

· Was there even one value that Federalists and Anti-Federalists agreed on?

· Which of the six differences between Federalists and Anti-Federalists were most important?

People

· Was Daniel Shay a patriot or a traitor?

· Was James Madison a wise statesman or self-interested schemer? What value motivated him?
Definition

· What did liberty mean to the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?
· What did equality mean to both groups?

· What is the Spirit of ’76 and what values does this spirit represent?

Thoughts?? (include other questions you want to talk about related to our founding)
Seminar Questions on Constitutional Values
Part 2 – Present and Future
Today, we will seminar as a whole class to consider whether our list of values underpinning our Constitution needs to change to account for current and potentially future events. In thinking about this question, consider the following:

1. The issues that you and your classmates identified as the most important over the next 100 years: overpopulation (8), famine, clean water (2), depleted energy sources, pollution (2), global peace (2), climate change, lack of resources (2)

2. The events of the last month in Ferguson: 
· the shooting of Michael Brown

· the differing views on race and justice the event has highlighted

· the protests and the militarized response of the local police

· the role of the media (including the detention of journalists)

· the mediating role played by Captain Ron Johnson

· the differences between the reaction in Ferguson and Los Angeles, which had its own period of unrest twenty years ago, to recent police shootings of black men. 
3. The video on attitudes of 18-29 year olds from the Harvard Institute of Politics

4. The reading on whether women were left out of the constitution, the rise of women’s rights over the past hundred years in certain countries, and their continued brutal oppression in others.
Take the next half hour jot down ideas related to these questions to prepare for seminar. Think about evidence from everything you’ve studied over the past week to justify your opinion. 

Prompt Questions
Elites vs. Popular democracy
What qualifies someone as “elite” in today’s society?

How much specialized knowledge and experience is necessary today for our leaders to have?

Anti-federalists believe “people could be educated into civic virtue.” Do you agree? What conditions encourage virtue today? Is this possible in today’s society?

What would Federalists and Anti-Federalists think of what’s happened in Ferguson?

If women would have participated in the Constitution would the values in the document have been different?

Health of our Democracy

Is our country’s glass half-full or half-empty when it comes to political participation? Is non-voting an expression of satisfaction or alienation?

What does it mean that young people have so little confidence in government institutions?

Current events

What values have been brought to the situation in Ferguson by Captain Ron Johnson? 

What values are on display in Los Angeles in response to the shooting death there?

With the rise of terrorism, to what degree does liberty need to be constrained?

How important is compassion? How is this related to other values such as community, opportunity, and security?

